
 

Discussion Point: Border and Detention   

Since late March, the U.S. has partially closed the U.S.-Mexico border to non-essential 

travel. U.S. citizens or legal permanent residents returning home, traveling for medical 

emergencies, people traveling for work, students traveling to schools across the border,  

and those engaged in cross-border trade are considered essential travel. But migrants 

seeking asylum are not considered essential. At the same time, the Remain in Mexico 

policy also known as Migrant Protection Protocols (MPP) continues to be in effect. 

Remain in Mexico requires asylum seekers who present themselves at U.S. ports of 

entry to return to Mexico to wait outside of the U.S. for the duration of their 

immigration proceedings.  

Government data we obtained from Asylum Access Mexico shows nearly 64,000 people             

are waiting for asylum in Mexico. There have been over 1,000 publicly reported cases of                

murder, rape, torture, kidnapping, and other violent assaults against asylum seekers in   

MPP since the program started in February 2019, according to advocacy organization  

Human Rights First. Asylum seekers who are allowed to wait in shelters run by the  

Mexican government also are at risk of contracting COVID-19.   

The Remain in Mexico policy continues to further endanger migrants and violate public 

health guidelines to stop the spread of COVID-19. U.S. public health experts agree  that: 

“….detained individuals ‘are at special risk of infection, given their living  situations,’ 

and ‘may also be less able to participate in proactive measures to keep  themselves safe, 

and infection control is challenging in these settings.   

Our faith calls us to welcome the stranger and treat our neighbor as we would like to be 

treated. We call for asylum seekers fleeing for their lives to be considered essential travel 

and to phase out and begin the defunding of Remain in Mexico policies.  

Ask/Bills to support: Border and Retention  

S. 3669: COVID-19 International Response and Recovery Act of 2020 (Co 

sponsored by Senator Cardin) Introduced on May 7, 2020 this bill is in the first 

stage of the legislative process. It was introduced into Congress on May 7, 2020.  This 

bill specifically asks Congress to:  

• 
lift border closures and travel restrictions for highly vulnerable refugees and 

asylum seekers, and  

• 
to consider asylum seeking essential travel.  



 

H.R. 6986 Protecting Human Rights During Pandemic Act (introduced May 

22, 2020)  

We urge the swift passage of this legislation supported by Senator Cardin and a 

bipartisan, bicameral group of lawmakers to insure that the U.S. takes a leadership role 

in countering abuses and protecting human rights.  

The two new bills, S. 3669 and HR. 6986 support important international 

commitments and leadership on measures to address COVID-19 and its repercussions, 

and to uphold human rights and democratic practices. Both include essential reporting 

requirements on human rights abuses committed during the coronavirus outbreak, We 

fully support these pieces of legislation and ask for the Senators continued commitment 

to support them in soon becoming law.  

S. Res. 484 A resolution recognizing January 27, 2020, as the anniversary 

of the first refugee and Muslim ban, calling on Congress to defund the 

Migrant Protection Protocols, and urging the President to restore refugee 

resettlement to historic norms  

(Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary) [Sponsor: Sen. Blumenthal, Richard [D 

CT]; co-sponsored by 16 D senators including Cardin and Van Hollen on 1/28/2020]  

Senate Committee Investigations and Oversight  

We ask Senator Cardin as a senior member of the Senate Committee on Foreign  

Relations to encourage the Committee to use its power to investigate the full abuse of  

U.S. influence over Mexico to encourage human rights violations. Moreover, we ask  

Senator Cardin and the Senate Finance Committee which has been involved in  

negotiating the new free trade agreement with Mexico to make it clear that tariffs must  

not be used to compel human rights abuses. This oversight would benefit S. Res. 484.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Discussion Points: Interior: DACA Recipients and TPS Holders   

• 
Include Mixed-Status Immigrant Families in Economic Relief 

Packages  

o 
In previous COVID-19 relief bills, only families where all tax-return filers 

had a social security number could receive an economic relief payment.  o If 

the principal filer or a joint filer had an ITIN number, they and their 

families could not receive their relief payment.  

o 
According to the Migration Policy Institute about 15.4 million people in 

mixed-status families were excluded from the COVID- 19 stimulus  

payments.  

▪ This kept an estimated 5.5 million U.S. citizens and green card  

holders from getting their stimulus payments.  

o 
All individuals who file taxes in the United States, including U.S. citizen  

spouses and children who live in mixed-status households, should be  

eligible for future economic relief payment to help ensure they are able to  

afford shelter and food during this crisis.  

• 
Automatically extend protections for DACA recipients and TPS 

holders  

o 
Closures due to the COVID-19 pandemic have delayed the processing of 

renewals for DACA and TPS holders.  

o 
Having valid work authorizations and safety from the possibility of 

detention and deportation are vitally important during this pandemic.  ▪ 
Over 500,000 American children under the age of 18 have parents  who rely 

on DACA or TPS in order to work. (New American   

Economy Research Fund)  

▪ Many DACA and TPS recipients are employed in health care or   

service industries and are “essential workers” during this pandemic.  

(New American Economy Research Fund)  

• 
280,000 undocumented immigrants work in healthcare,   

including 62,600 who are DACA-eligible.  

• 
Nearly half of the almost 1.2 million DACA-eligible   

immigrants are essential workers.  

o 
Our state is home to over 8,000 current DACA recipients (according to 



American Immigration Council) and about 22,500 TPS recipients  

(according to the Center for American Progress).  

 

• 
Even better: make protections for DACA and TPS holders permanent. 

Keep advocating for a pathway to citizenship: Pass H.R. 6 Dream and 

Promise Act  

o 
MD is home to 63,900 immigrants who would be eligible for protection 

under the Dream and Promise Act (Center for American Progress). o They 

are an essential part of our community:  

▪ These individuals live with 129,900 family members; among those 

family members, 32,400 are U.S.-born citizen children.  

▪ TPS- and DED-eligible immigrants in Maryland who would be  

eligible for protection under H.R. 6 have on average lived in the   

United States since 1997.  

o 
We believe that these individuals have the right to remain permanently 

with their families and communities in the United States, and to continue 

to provide essential work that our country relies on.  

 

Asks/Bills to support: Interior: DACA Recipients and TPS Holders  

S.3609 - Coronavirus Immigrant Families Protection Act (introduced in  

April 2020)  

• 
Despite the letter they signed noted above, neither Senator Van Hollen nor  

Senator Cardin have co-sponsored the S.3609 bill or stated their position on it  

(not that I can find)  

• 
The bill would:  

o 
Make it safer for immigrants to seek health services (by suspending  

immigration enforcement actions at or in transit to/from sensitive   

locations)  

o 
Ensure that all have access to COVID-19 testing and treatment regardless  

of immigration status  

o 
Allow immigrant taxpayers to access cash relief benefits with an ITIN   

o 
And Automatically extend expiring work authorization and status for  

immigrants during the coronavirus emergency  



H.R. 6800 HEROES Act (passed House 5/15/2020)  

• 
Important note: while both Senators Cardin and Van Hollen have both voiced  

support for the bill in general, we advocate that they argue strongly in support  

of the parts below of the bill that directly aid immigrants if the HEROES Act  

comes up for debate in the Senate.   

• 
For immigrants, this bill would:  

o 
Automatically renew the work status of DACA and TPS recipients o 

Provide protection from deportation and work authorization to people  

doing critical infrastructure jobs, including agricultural work,   

meatpacking, and other types of work.  

o 
Remove the requirement that a principal or joint tax-return filer have  

social security numbers in order to be eligible for relief payments, and  

retroactively grant CARES Act payments to those individuals  

H.R. 6 Dream and Promise Act (passed the House 6/4/2010) • Both Senators 

Cardin and Van Hollen have advocated for protections for  Dreamers and 

expressed support for the Dream and Promise Act. It is now time  for the Senate to 

pass legislation.  

• 
This bill would:  

o 
Make DACA protections law and provide a pathway to citizenship for  

individuals who were brought to the U.S. as children. Could affect about  

3.6 million Dreamers 

 

o 
Offer legal status to more than 400,000 TPS holders  

o 
Legalize 1,400 Liberian nationals covered by Deferred Enforced Departure 

Discussion Point: Interior: Migrant Farmworkers  

Maryland has a large immigrant community. Roughly one in seven Maryland residents 

was born in another country, while one in eight is a native-born American who has at 

least one immigrant parent. Immigrants support Maryland’s economy across sectors: 

nearly a third of all Maryland healthcare support workers, for example, are immigrants, 

as are more than a third of the state’s building maintenance workers and 

groundskeepers. Maryland residents in immigrant-led households had $27.6 billion in 

spending power (after-tax income) in 2018.  



As a national leader in producing blue shell crabs, the Maryland seafood industry 

contributes over $600 million to the state economy. And agriculture, as the largest 

commercial industry in the state, with nearly 6,000 full-time farmers and 350,000 

people employed, contributes $8.25 billion annually to the state economy. For an 

important industry that nets a significant amount of income for the state economy, it is 

critical that the federal government safeguards the well-being of migrant farmworkers 

and stabilizes the number of migrant farmworkers in our state.  

Currently, migrant farmworkers who are working in the US through H-2A or H-2B visas 

are left incredibly vulnerable to a system of abuse and workplace violations. As the 

current public health crisis exacerbates these vulnerabilities, it is the right time to 

support legislation that will guarantee basic safeguards for migrant farmworkers.  

Today’s migrant workers are exposed to exploitive and abusive conditions that make 

them even more vulnerable to the COVID19 pandemic. Many migrant farmworkers 

reach their employers by bus - an option that is often overcrowded and makes multiple 

stops on the way. They also suffer from overcrowded, unsafe, and unsanitary housing; 

and because they are dependent on their employers for everything (the H2 visas tie 

workers to a single employer, which can create an unhealthy power dynamic), they are 

dependent on the employer to go to a medical facility when they are feeling symptoms. 

Language barriers can also delay workers from asking for medical care, while 

indigenous workers face more communication challenges. Handwashing facilities may 

be far away, and workers may also feel immense pressure not to take breaks. The H2 

visa system, because workers are tied to a single employer, and because some H2 

requirements do not face real inspections/enforcement, creates a dangerous system of 

abuses that cause egregious abuses against migrant workers. 

Ask/Bills to support: Interior: Migrant Farmworkers  

  

In addition to S. 3609: Coronavirus Immigrant Families Protection Act 

(Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary) [Sponsor: Sen. Hirono, Mazie K. [D 

HI]; co-sponsored by 14 D senators]  

S. 175: Agricultural Worker Program Act of 2019  

(Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary) [Sponsor: Sen. Feinstein, Dianne [D-CA  

1/17/2019]; co-sponsored by 14 D senators]  

This bill would shield farmworkers from deportation and put them on a path toward 

earned legal status and eventual citizenship (worked in agriculture for at least 100 days 

in the past 2 years and may earn blue card status that allows them to continue to legally 

work in the US); help ensure stable, legal skilled workforce).  



▪ Currently - employers worry about federal visa caps that would keep them from 

getting enough employees. This is a mutually beneficial way to strengthen and 

stabilize the MD seafood income, while also protecting farmworkers and prevent 

employers from exploiting them  

Outside of these supporting bills we encourage our MD Senators to introduce legislation 

that would re-structure the H-2 visa system to better protect migrant farmworkers: by 

regulating recruiters, by ensuring that employers pay workers the wage they were 

promised, by ensuring that employers are accountable for their employees’ health and 

well-being (proper housing, access to medical care, etc.), and by giving employees access 

to a meaningful complaint process.  


